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Sec. 32-87. Winter parking. 
(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, no on-street parking will be allowed on any street in the village when 

there is an ice event or over one inch of snow and during the 24-hour period after the ice event or snowfall has finished or until 
snow or ice is plowed to the curb.  

(b) No on-street parking will be allowed on Hotel Street between Commercial Street (Hwy. 92) and North Rutland Avenue (Hwy. 
MM) and on W. Main Street between Commercial Street and First Street and on Railroad Street between W. Main Street and 
Bowman Street between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. when there is an ice event or over one inch of snow and during the 
24-hour period after the ice event or snowfall has finished or until snow or ice is plowed to the curb.  

(c) Section 32-82 is adopted by reference.  

(d) Any vehicle parked in violation of subsections (a) or (b) of this section will be ticketed $30.00 and/or towed.  

(Ord. of 7-13-2015(1), § 32.20(1); Ord. of 10-14-2019(1); Ord. of 1-11-2021(1); Ord. of 2-14-2022(1); Ord. of 6-12-2023; Ord. of 2-24-
2025(2)) 

 

mailto:grumke.merrick@danesheriff.com
mailto:clerk@brooklynwi.gov
mailto:publicworks@brooklynwi.gov


 



 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The Dane County Library Service Bookmobile - Thursday evening stops (6-7:30p) at the gazebo at 
Hotel and Commercial Streets. Library users are encouraged to place holds for items they would like 
or to use the library's Browse Bundle service: https://www.dcls.info/browsebundles to have library 
staff select titles for you.  

 
Contact Dane County Library Service with questions at 608-266-
9297 or  bookmobile.dcl@gmail.com. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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COMMUNITY POTLUCK 
Thursday, December 4, 2025 

At Noon 
Brooklyn Methodist Church 

Everyone - all ages are welcome. 
Bring a dish to pass. 

Table service and beverages are provided. 
The picture generated by Gemini           
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BROOKLYN AREA CHAMBER 

SANTA DAY 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

10 am to 1 pm 

Brooklyn Methodist Church 
Corner of Rutland & Hwy 92 

 
 

**Sign up for Wreath/Tree Giveaway** 
(We have partnered with Boy Scout Troop 168 and Pack 350 

for your choice of either a 26” wreath or a 6’ tree) 
 
 

**Brooklyn Methodist Church** 
FREE REGIFTING 

 Saturday, December 6 – 10 am to 1 pm 

Free regifting shopping for young shoppers 11 and under 
Free wrapping included 

Shop for siblings, parents, and grandparents 
 

**$1 hot dogs** 

Plus, baked goods and treats for sale 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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November 2025 News from Your Senior Center 
By Rachel Brickner 
The holiday season is quickly approaching, and with it a mix of emotions and expectations.  Holidays provide the 
opportunity for joy and for disappointment, for connecting and for loneliness.  For many older adults, the 
holidays carry a lot of baggage. 

There are a lot of strategies that can be employed to try to lessen the emotional rollercoaster that the mix of 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day can bring. 

One strategy that can be helpful for families who have lost a loved one is to start new traditions.  Instead of a big 
sit-down meal for Christmas dinner where everyone will be really aware of the empty chair at the table, how 
about a buffet-style meal with seating in small groups at card tables, tray tables, etc. You will still ache for the 
missing family member, but maybe a bit less intensely. 

There is a myth that holidays should always be happy and look like television commercials.  The reality is that 
people are grieving lost loved ones, or missing distant family members, or stressing about all they still need to 
accomplish, or worried about how their family member with dementia is going to cope with all of the upheaval.  

Some older adults find themselves trying to live up to unrealistic expectations placed on them by long tradition.  
I have watched families think nothing of expecting parents well into their 80s to host large family gatherings at 
holiday time, just because they always have.  The older adults don’t know how to gracefully explain that the 
amount of energy that hosting a big event takes leaves them unable to enjoy anything else during that season.  I 
have also watched people scrimp and save for months in advance to be able to afford to host such an event. 

Sometimes I wonder if the people attending have any idea about how difficult those events really are for the 
hosts—and that they can leave a sense of dread rather than joy as the holidays approach.  Maybe this is the year 
to offer to change it up and host at someone else’s home, or for the folks to offer the house but not the food, 
etc.  There can be a lot of pride tangled up in this subject, so everyone needs to tread lightly and respect the 
feelings of all involved. (And yes, there are some people in their 80s or beyond who are still fine hosting these 
events—the key is to avoid proceeding on expectation/tradition alone.) 

Everybody seems to get busier around the holidays.  Sometimes that leaves an older adult feeling a bit 
neglected.  If that is the case, send that person to the Senior Center for a game of cards, pool, dominoes, etc., or 
for a meal where they can meet new people, or to a scheduled program or event, or even to an exercise class 
(getting ready for all of the increased holiday calorie consumption). To find out what is happening at the Senior  

Center, check out our most recent Newsletter, which is available on the Village of Oregon’s website.  Just select 
“Departments”, then “Senior Center” and then you will see the link to the Newsletter. 

If you or a loved one needs extra support during the holiday season, we are here to help.  Please call 608-835-
5801 and ask to speak to a case manager. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BROOKLYN – GREEN COUNTY 
RESIDENTS Ways to contact us!  
Website - adrcgreencounty.org  
Facebook - ADRC of Southwest Wisconsin  
Email - resourcecenter@gchsd.org  
Phone - 608-328-9499  

Look for ADRC Green County newsletter “The Bridge” monthly in the Great Dane Shopping News  



 
Accurate Appraisal LLC – Educational Corner 

Budgets and Taxes  
 

Every year the 4 entities of tax set their 
annual budgets based on the services they 
need to operate. Some may require more 

and some less. Each year they are 
continually changing. 

 
For instance, a local school may need an 
addition, the County has to update their 
roads, the Municipality may need more 

police & fire, and the tech college could be 
expanding. 

 
When you add all of these budgets up and 

divide them by the total community 
assessed value you get the mill rate. Your 

taxes are then calculated by multiplying the 
mill rate by your assessment. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Understanding Assessed Values: New Construction vs. Remodel  
 

Ever wonder how a new build or remodel 
affects your home’s assessed value?  Here’s 

a quick breakdown! 
 

New Construction 
- A completely new home or building is 

assessed at its full market value based on the 
percentage completed by January 1st of that 

year. 
 

Remodel/Improvement 
- When you remodel, your new assessed value 
will be the full market value of the home with 

the remodel included. 

 

 



 



 



 
 



 
Village Board Meeting Minutes 

October 13, 2025 
 

On October 13, 2025, President Mike Brusberg called the Village Board meeting of the Village of Brooklyn to 
order at 6:00 p.m.  Trustees present were Mike Gehrmann, Jake Bachim, Dan Olson.  Trustee David Berland was 
late, and Trustees Todd Klahn and Christian Allen was absent.  Also present Robert Abramsky, Aiden Ellis, Sue 
McCallum, Rachel Brickner and Clerk-Treasurer Linda Kuhlman.    Pledge of Allegiance.   No public comments. 
 
President’s report – Thanks to fire/EMS for hosting the pancake breakfast, and to all members and officers.  It 
was a fun event.  He also appreciates all the work of the village board over the last few months and to the staff 
as well and engineers.  
 
Gehrmann made a motion to approve minutes of September 22.  Olson seconded.   Bachim abstained.  
 
Council on Aging – Sue McCallum – There were two meetings since last report - July and September.  One thing 
done in September was a volunteer appreciation event.  It was well attended and well liked and helps to keep 
volunteers coming back.   $245 on the August report from the gift shop and $358 on the June.  That feeds into 
the fundraising part of the senior center.  One of key personnel, Ann Stone, is retiring and they’re looking to 
replace her.   There were 29 applicants.  They talked about having her continue on with specific program that 
she does and is trained in.  Details are being worked on for that.  Ice cream social in June made more than usual 
and was well attended, about $1400.   Rachel will talk about plans on new senior center. Thysse has been hired 
to rebrand the senior center because new facilities will be more inclusive for activities and may take on a 
different clientele.  They are putting out an RFP for fundraising.    Rachel Brickner – thanked the village for 
continued support of the budget.  Their budget figure is the same as last year.  Next year is year 3 of a 5-year 
agreement.   Brought some statistics for first 9 months of the year for people living in the village that have been 
using the center.   McCallum said Olson had a question on transportation and meals.    Brickner said there is an 
agreement between Dane and Green Counties for meals, and Green pays Dane County.  Transportation is 
different and there is no reciprocal agreement, and there’s nothing they can do about that.   Two places in red 
tape is transportation and case management.  They’ve had two people in Dane County using case management.  
If someone calls from Green County side, they don’t call it case management, but they try to answer questions 
and put it under outreach; otherwise they refer the person to Green County ADRC.   There have been 34 people 
using services this year, and 977 times that they’ve used services.  Case management is in number of hours 
instead.  There is somebody dependent on transportation, people coming to exercise, and 8 volunteers from 
Brooklyn.   Olson asked if the total number of 34 people using the senior center, is that just the village or 
township also.   Brickner said that’s just the village.  Gehrmann is surprised not more meals are delivered.  Do 
people not know about it or don’t need the help.  He would have thought that would be higher.   Brickner does a 
column for our newsletter and mentions that occasionally.   It doesn’t have to be permanent.  McCallum said 
they’ve torn down the library.   Brickner said a couple years ago Oregon got more serious about replacing the 
building. They did a space needs analysis.  They want to serve for 30-50 years in the new building.   It will be a 
little over 30,000 square feet.  It will be a one- story building.   They have hired an architect, OPN.   She handed 
out draft floor plans for a building that is senior center but also a community gymnasium.   It will have a walking 
track, it will be open even when the senior center is closed.  It will have pickleball courts, volleyball and 
basketball, classrooms, dining room, kitchen, offices.   They didn’t overbuild the building.  They will exercise not 
on concrete flooring, as an example.   New building location will be in the current senior center in parking lot 
area.  The old post office and old library are down.  The village vacated Waterman Street.   There will be 
bioretention areas.   Next Oregon village board meeting they will look at plans and proposed costs and 
instructing to either cut some features out or give us the documents by the end of the month to go out to bid.  
They’re hoping to put shovels in the ground next spring and be finished the following year.    Brusberg asked 
how the village is paying.   Brickner said part is from their capital improvement plan.  McCallum said donations 
for naming rights for certain things.   Brickner said they’re trying to get away from the name the senior center to 
try to attract more people.   A lot of the logo is a drawing of the old building, so they need to rebrand and  
 



 
rename.   Right now there’s a survey out until November 7 to help give Thysse some direction.  She will also 
leave a couple paper copies.   It’s on the Oregon village web page.  There will be community voting after the 
survey results come in.   An RFP is out for a fundraising consultant and they want to have someone hired by the 
end of the year.   They’re also working on an application for a grant, the non-state grant.  She’s reaching out to 
various partners to provide a letter of support.  If Brooklyn is willing she has a sample letter of support.   If you 
go to the Village of Oregon webpage there is a senior center department page, and at the bottom there’s a page 
for new community/senior center information.   Thank you for your time.    The board thanked them both.   
McCallum thanked the board.  
 
Public Works/EM/Utilities – Spilde reported everyone has a copy of his report.  The wastewater treatment 
plant upgrade, they’ve started the kickoff meeting.  They met the 2nd of October.  There is a deadline of April 30 
for the first step, which is to submit a facility plan.   March 31 of 2027 they have to have the plans done, and 
September 30 of 2027 is the date they need to start the upgrade.   That’s the big item to keep in mind.    
 
Gehrmann looked at the bills and so did Olson and saw no issues.   Olson made a motion to approve bills as 
presented minus on page 5 for his own pay for dumpster days.    Gehrmann seconded.    Motion carried.    
Brusberg made a motion to approve wages for Olson for dumpster days.  Bachim seconded.   Motion carried.  
Olson abstained.  
 
Clerk’s report – Kuhlman passed out financials for month of September.  There was $128,122.70 in deposits and 
$159,531.10 in withdrawals and ended with $2,560,603.39 in all accounts.   We have received the plat from the 
surveyor for the Hotel Street block, so next steps are to place a notice in the paper and publish 3 weeks in a row.  
At start of publication, a 30-day clock starts and at the end of the 30 days, the village board approves it and it 
gets sent to the county.   If anyone objects, they have to file a suit in Green County.  As far as we know we don’t 
need signatures from the property owners.   She’s talked to land information officer at Green County to give 
them notice it’s coming.   He said it’s the first time in 60 years anyone has done an assessor’s plat in Green 
County.   Gehrmann asked if the property owners know it’s coming.  Kuhlman will send the notice with a copy of 
the plat to all property owners.   All owners were spoken with before finalizing the survey.    We sold the squad 
and skateboard park equipment on auction.   Olson said it was about $15,500 on the squad.   It was a 2018.    
 
Budget Discussion – Updated budget sheets were handed out.  We have a surplus of $20,094.88.  She started to 
work on mill rate preliminary figures, but we’re trending about 90 cents more on both Dane and Green County 
for village’s portion of taxes.   Current mill rate is $8.45 in Dane and $8.45 in Green.  We’re at approximately 
$9.32 in Dane and $9.38 in Green per thousand.   Brusberg asked why it went up.   Kuhlman said it’s the levy 
increase, and debt schedule went up about $60,000 from last year.  That’s the major portion.   In the debt 
schedule is the loan for Hotel Street and we’re hoping to have extra money to prepay down on the balance.   
We’re within expenditure restraint limits.   This year we received $15,000 and next year we’re getting $4600, so 
it’s hard to tell what it will be in 2027.  It’s based on municipalities and how much they have funds for.  It’s gone 
down the last few years.   Discussion on levy amounts.   We increased levy by about $116,000.   She doesn’t 
have the final assessment figures yet.   She gave board information on water and sewer budget.  We lost $8,400 
in operating budget last year in water.   Sewer we came out ahead but don’t have as much cash on hand.   Debt 
isn’t considered in operating expenses.   Gehrmann asked about the increase in well outlay for water budget.  
Kuhlman said it is for the increase in scheduled well maintenance.   Spilde stated we don’t have to do that next 
year, neither the well or tower.  It’s a recommendation at 8 years and required at 10  years for well 2.  Since we 
just did well 1, he’d like to space them out closer to five years in between.  We don’t have to have a draw down 
inspection until 2030 on the tower, with the current technology.   So he’s thinking 2028 we will do well 2 and 
2030 we’ll do the tower.  The well 1 was about $68,000 and to do the water tower is between $12,000 and 
$15,000, and hopefully by 2030 there will be technology we don’t have to set up a portable tank.  Discussion on 
wages distribution – Kuhlman stated she figures an average in the different public works category and they’re 
distributed throughout all public work wage categories.  Discussion on Dane County Sheriff categories -  the 
indirect costs are admin and costs for the availability of all other divisions of the sheriff’s department; we have  
 



 
to pay for fuel; and the equipment outlay is for initial equipment that they added at the beginning of the 
contract, and next year is the last year we need to pay that.  Email retention is up because we’ve added 
additional software security measures for emails and computer protection in the village.   Brusberg asked if 
there are things to add.  Spilde talked about loader maintenance is increasing and sign pricing is going up and 
we are getting more.   Discussion on looking to get a new loader, approximate cost $100,000.   Discussion on 
capital projects, we have a fund balance of $238,000.   Discussion on meter replacements and water connection 
fees.  PSC regulates all those fees for water.  Kuhlman received a quote from Ehlers for water rate study and 
help with the full rate case from PSC for about $11,000 for both studies.   Discussion on smaller capital projects 
and the possibility of using surplus for a generic outlay account.   Discussed increasing public works shop 
supplies by $1000; put park maintenance at $4000 total.  Discussion on election equipment needs.  Brusberg 
had concerns on mill rate increase.   Gehrmann said it’s mostly attributed to the debt.   Brusberg said we’ve kept 
the mill rate close to the same for the last several years.    Bachim said it can’t maintain forever but thinks it’s 
great the board has kept it steady for so long.    Kuhlman said debt payback peaks next year and then starts to 
decrease.   Discussion on community building needed maintenance, revenues coming in, and usage. Suggestion 
to keep fund balance for new loader.  Kuhlman suggested having a meeting to discuss a capital plan.  Board 
suggested January time frame.  Discussion on getting a second deputy.  We need $60,000 more to get a second 
officer.   Discussion on moving the water hydrant fees from levy to monthly fees on the utility bill.  This would 
free up general funds for an additional deputy, and the cost would be very roughly $210/year per residential 
unit on their utility bills.  Brusberg said he is not opposed to holding a villagewide meeting to discuss this next 
year.  Ehlers could come to the board and explain how it works.   
 
Planning & Zoning Commission - they had a meeting Sept 30.  They gave a recommendation for the site plan for 
Jeff Groenier to build on Second Street and put in a sidewalk.   Other items on the agenda are tied to 100 
Railroad Street, and they need to have the neighbor sign something that he will be taking on fence 
maintenance, and then a conditional use permit needs to be filed.  They are to give us a site plan for the building 
upgrades.   They want to change it to a small engine repair.    
 
Brusberg made a motion at 7:48 p.m. to adjourn.   Bachim seconded.  Motion carried. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Village Board Meeting Minutes 
October 23,  2025 

 
On October 23, 2025, President Mike Brusberg called the Village Board meeting of the Village of Brooklyn to 
order at 6:00 p.m.  Trustees present were Mike Gehrmann, Jake Bachim, Christian Allen, and David Berland.    
Trustees Dan Olson and Todd Klahn were absent.  Also present was Clerk-Treasurer Linda Kuhlman.   Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Brusberg reviewed bills prior to the meeting.   Brusberg made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   
Bachim seconded.   Motion carried.  
 
Berland made a motion at 6:01 p.m. to convene into closed session (Business Park).   Bachim seconded.  Ayes 
– Berland, Allen, Bachim, Gehrmann, Brusberg.   Noes – none.  
 
Bachim made a motion at 6:56 p.m. to reconvene into open session.  Gehrmann seconded.  Ayes – Allen, 
Bachim, Gehrmann, Brusberg.   Noes – none.  (Berland left during closed session) 
 
Gehrmann made a motion to approve the terms agreed to in closed session.   Bachim seconded.   Motion 
carried.    
 
Bachim made a motion at 6:58 p.m. to adjourn.   Gehrmann seconded.   Motion carried.  
 
 



 

December 
 

 

2025 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
  Tires**, Oil & 

Battery Pick-up 
Planning & 
Zoning 
Commission Mtg 
6 p 
 

Garbage & 
Recycling 
Siren Testing @ 
Noon 
NO YOGA 

Bookmobile 
Gazebo 6-730p 

 Santa Day 
10a-1p & 
Brooklyn 
Methodist 
Church 
Regifting 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Fire/EMS 
Light Parade  

Village Board 
Meeting 630 p 
 

 Garbage  
Yoga 6-7p 
 

Bookmobile 
Gazebo 6-730p 

  

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

   Garbage & 
Recycling 
Yoga 6-7p 

Bookmobile 
Gazebo 6-730p 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 Village Board 
Meeting 630 p 
 

 Garbage  
NO YOGA 
Clerk’s Office & 
PW Dept Closed 

Clerk’s Office & 
PW Dept Closed 

Merry 
Christmas 

  

28 29 30 31    
   Garbage & 

Recycling 
NO YOGA  
Clerk’s Office & 
PW Dept Closed 

   

 1st Wed. of every Month, Dane County 
Emergency Management Outdoor Siren 
Test 

Exercise Classes 
are held at the 
Brooklyn 
Community 
Bldg 

**$ 10/Tire 
Contact Clerk’s 
Office 608-455-
4201 
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